
JMS Campaign 2014-15: Mobilization against various forms of 

violence against women 

Follow up specific cases:  

 

Protest against Yellamma’s murder by her husband and others from his 

family 

 

On July 27 2014, 30 year old Yellamma was set on fire by her husband and mother in 

law in Indiranagar in Manvi town. Yellamma had been suffering domestic violence for 

over six years and had been in her natal home in Jeenur camp for a year. About two 

months ago, at her husband's assurance that he had stopped drinking and would 

reform his ways, Yellamma had returned to her marital home. It is yet unclear as to 

what triggered such a heinous and fatal attack on Yellamma. But she sustained 90% 

burns and died in OPEC hospital.  

 

As news of her death spread, women from JMS and her natal village Jeenur camp 

rushed to Manvi and visited her marital home. There was an eerie calm. The house 

had been washed clean but the stench of kerosene and burnt flesh hung over it 

ominously. Women from JMS then camped at the Manvi police station, who had by 

then arrested both mother and son. Hassenappa, Yellamma's father and relatives 

lodged an FIR against her husband and mother in law and the police booked them 

under 498A and Dowry Prohibition Act. The body was sent back to Manvi late that 

night.  

 

Next morning around 50- 60 women gathered for the funeral. Among her three 

children, the oldest about 12 years old was defiant. He was heard saying that his 

Uncle will secure a bail for his father and grandmother, indicating how the child's 

young mind had been poisoned and biased against his own mother. The other two 

children, a 8 year old girl and a younger boy were both bewildered, unable to grasp 

what had happened. 

 

Soon after the burial women returned to the police station and gave a letter 

demanding that the accused be not released on bail. The CPI in charge of Manvi 

police stations assured the women that they will ensure that all evidence will be 

collected so that there is no scope for a bail. The women then demanded why no 

evidence had been collected from the house where yellamma was burnt and 

indicated that the place had been washed clean. The police said that they were 

waiting for the funeral to finish and had deployed plain clothes policemen who had 

intimated that panchanama could be initiated. Women then went with the police 



and JMS representative Narsamma signed as one of the witnesses on the 

panchanama.  

 

Women then gathered around to discuss what needs to be done next. It turned out 

that a 6 month old pregnant woman in Devipura had committed suicide unable to 

tolerate domestic violence a few days ago. Women felt that they should hold a 

protest to draw attention to some of the issues that women have been struggling 

against on a day to day basis. Widespread alcohol consumption and the State's 

patronage of alcohol shops, routine refusal by police to even register a complaint of 

domestic violence were some of the issues women felt should be brought to the 

notice of the district administration.  

 

In June 2014 a two -day discussion was anchored by Gowri and Kavya from 

Samaanata Mahila Vedike where some of these issues had been discussed. Following 

these discussions, 40 women from JMS sanghas held an interaction with police 

personnel in Manvi police station on the second day, where the police confessed that 

their own knowledge about the provisions of the DV Act was very poor! They 

promised to hold a training session on the Act for their personnel soon.  

 

Given the larger context where instances on sexual assault had been increasing on 

women and children, they felt that the demands should address issues of preventing 

all forms of violence against women and increase mechanisms for ensuring security 

of women.  

 

On Friday, 1st August 2014, 350 women led by activists from JMS, Navajeevana 

Mahila Okkuta, GRAKOOS and Roovari took out a jatha from Ambedkar circle and 

raised slogans along the way. They staged a rasta roko at basaveshar circle where 

Chinnamma and Narsamma addressed the people gathered around and spoke about 

why women had poured out on the streets and said that women have equal stakes in 

this country and will not be cowed down by brute force and violence. At the request 

of the police personnel, women withdrew into the tent where the memorandum was 

read out along with the demands. Mokshamma, Vidya, Sharane Gowda and Gururaj 

addressed the general public and the women who had gathered there and said that 

they will not move until the DC comes to receive the memorandum. Women 

continued singing songs of women's struggle and freedom and continued to raise 

slogans demanding justice and stringent punishment for the guilty.  

    

Women braved the incessant rain and waited for the DC to arrive till 3 pm. The police 

personnel then said that because she is holding dual charge as DC and CEO that she 

is unable to make it and requested the women to hand over the memorandum to the 

tehsildar. Angered by such disrespect women again blocked traffic. The police then 

contacted the ADC and DySP who arrived and requested that the women hand over 

the memorandum to them. After repeated requests and assurances from the ADC 



and DySP the women read out the demands. The ADC said that he will arrange for a 

meeting with the DC and representatives of key departments in the next 15 days. 

The DySP assured that all police stations had been intimated that all complaints from 

women should be registered without delay and that he will reiterate the same. Then 

the women handed over the memorandum and decided to closely follow-up.  

 

This protest was a decisive action by JMS and a public stand against patriarchal 

norms and violence against women.  

 

Following the protest, JMS was constantly in touch with the police and ensured that 

the charge-sheet was filed within 90 days. They also met the district PP and apprised 

him of the case to ensure that Yellamma’s husband’s bail application can be rejected. 

So far the accused continues to be in jail.  

 

Following up a case of rape of a minor girl 

 

JMS activists learnt of the rape of a minor girl by a man from the neighboring village. 

The 16 year old girl’s father was an alcoholic, mother was dead and her siblings were 

married and had little involvement. In effect the girl lived as an orphan. There were 

also indications that her father himself had been pushing the girl into sex with 

various men to support his habit. When the girl got pregnant the local leaders along 

with the girl’s father made an agreement that the man (already married with three 

children) will marry the minor girl and give her an acre of land from his property.  

JMS then actively intervened and conducted the following actions:  

1. Held a meeting in the village with the leaders where they tore the agreement 

paper in public and threatened to file a case of child marriage against the local 

leaders if they decided to go ahead with the marriage. They also contested 

maligning the girl’s character and said that they will file cases of rape against 

all those who have had sexual contact with the girl.  

2. JMS then met the CWC and shifted her to the district bal mandir in Raichur as 

per the rules. 

3. The CWC and staff of Bala mandir did not follow up with the police to register 

an FIR/complaint to initiate legal proceedings. Even though it was explained 

that the girl had categorically mentioned that she wanted an abortion, the 

CWC did not seek medical help for conducting an abortion. When JMS raised 

this issue the CWC members made allegations about the girl’s character. They 

further added that she was a major and had consented to the relationship.  

4. JMS then approached the DC and registered a complaint against the CWC and 

pointed out they were trying to cover up the issue.  

5. Following JMS complaint, the DC ordered the Sindanoor police station to 

immediately file an FIR and arrest the accused.  



6. JMS visited the police station and registered the complaint following which 

the man was arrested.  

7. JMS in the meanwhile obtained her age certificate from the school which 

indicated that she was to turn 17 only in June 2015.  

8. JMS spoke to the THO about abortion services in the Manvi taluk hospital. 

They planned to take the girl to the hospital and had asked the girl’s father 

and sister to accompany her. But on the appointed day, the father did not 

turn up. As the girl was minor JMS could not get abortion done on their own. 

They had to then depend on the CWC to initiate it. But the CWC dragged its 

feet and the 20- week period for safe abortion passed and the girl was forced 

to continue her pregnancy.  

Presently JMS team has been visiting the girl in the bala mandir and ensuring 

adequate access to medical care and also providing her emotional support. She is 

presently being to shifted to a bala mandir in Belgaum as the one in Raichur does not 

have adequate facilities to care for her post-delivery. JMS team has obtained the 

number and contact address of the staff in Belgaum and is staying in touch. The staff 

has indicated they will inform close to the delivery date and JMS members plan to be 

with her. She has clearly indicated that she does not want the baby. The authorities 

have said that the government will take care of the baby and put it up for adoption. 

These are issues that are yet to be completely resolved.  

Supporting the girl who allegedly  eloped with a man with criminal 

history 
 

JMS intervened in the case of a young girl who her family reportedly said  had eloped 

to get married and were worried. Community and police sources indicated the young 

man not only had several criminal cases pending against him but had promised to 

marry another girl and had refused at the last minute following which he had paid a 

fine of 35000 to the girl’s family. The girl’s family lodged a complaint of kidnapping at 

a local police station following which the couple was summoned to court. But the girl 

declared she had come with the man on her volition and that she was a major. The 

Judge then dismissed the case. But even a month later the man was yet to marry the 

girl.  

JMS team visited the young man’s family asking why the young man had not married 

her if indeed they were in love with each other. This led to a huge showdown. The 

police were called in and the latter requested JMS to counsel the girl against 

marriage. JMS team tried but could not convince the girl. The girl’s family severed all 

links with her and said that they don’t want anything to do with her. JMS tried to 

convince the girl’s family that it is possible the girl is making a mistake but they as her 

family should be available to support her in case of any crisis. But the family 

continues to be adamant.  



The couple later contacted JMS team seeking their support to get married. But the 

man’s family disrupted it. Presently the couple have left the area and all efforts by 

JMS to contact them has been futile.  

There is a complaint filed that the young man has not yet married the girl even two 

months after he promised her.  

Issues of abandonment after marriage 

 

JMS has also been dealing with several instances of abandonment, marital discord in 

addition to abuse and violence within marriage. There have been instances where 

the man and his family were ready to abandon the woman due to her ill health. JMS 

intervened with support and facilitation for treatment, along with a combination of 

counseling and pressure on the man and his family to provide support to the woman. 

Similarly JMS is finding that marital discord is closely connected to poor health 

outcomes during pregnancy particularly among young women. For instance in one 

case that JMS is presently following up, the young woman had been having trouble 

with her husband and had almost decided to return to her natal home. On finding 

out she was pregnant she decided to return to her husband’s home. But she suffered 

a miscarriage and is presently in a very vulnerable state of mind of body. JMS is in 

touch with the natal family and is considering referral to Hospet for psychological 

support and intervention.   

 


