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Name:    Chinnamma 

Sex:    Female 

Age:    46 

Caste:    Madiga (Scheduled Caste) 

Marital Status:   Married 

Occupation:   Agricultural Laborer 

Educational  

Qualification:   Neo-literate 

Skills and special capacities: 

   Dalit Woman Leader, herbal medicinal practitioner, social entrepreneur  - runs a 

   unit of  neem  organic fertilizer with other Dalit women  enterprise (Chiguru),   

   fighter for women’s rights and human  dignity  (against domestic violence, caste 

   based discrimination against Dalits, caste based violence and victimization of Dalit 

   women).   

Profile:  Chinnamma,  belongs to the ex-untouchable community of Madigas, one of the most neglected  

communities even among those listed under Scheduled Castes and those known as Dalits.  Her mother was 

a Davadasi  who also worked as an agricultural labourer.  Being absolutely  landless, Chinnamma  and her 

husband,  themselves  not having  any formal education,   have been working hard to bring up their  three 

children  and to educate them.  Sharanamma (daughter 21) is pursuing her para-medical course in  

Operation Theatre Assistant, Sharanappa (son, 20) and Anand (son, 19) are pursuing their 

undergraduation. 

Leadership: Chinnamma joined Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan  (JMS) which was formed in 1999 to address the 

issue of discrimination against dalit communities with the rampant practice of untouchability and prejudice 

and social exclusion in public spaces and public institutions such as schools, ICDS centres etc.  the 

important goal of JMS also was to address the issue of caste and gender based  discrimination and violence 

faced by Dalit Women as Dalits, Women and as Agricultural Laborers.  Chinnamma’s role in the formation 

and taking charge of the sanghatan has been very great.  Presently she is the president of JMS coordination 

committee where   she provides mentoring and leadership to  other women leaders (sanchalakis) of JMS. 



Entrepreneurship:  Chiguru is the  unit of social enterprise unit of Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan which 

encourages groups of Dalit women to venture into livelihood enterprises. Chinnamma has taken leadership 

into this and along with her 19 other colleagues from the village has formed a women’s SHG, known as 

Jhansi Rani Mahila Sangha. They have been producing neem fertilizer, bio-compost and vermin compost 

fertilizer for the last 8 years. They have promoted organic fertilizer and organic farming ventures of 

farmers. It has been a self-sustainable venture fully under the control of the Dalit women which provides  

about 100 days of work to 20 women, a venture even before NREGA was launched.  The group with the 

leadership was awarded a national award for leadership and entrepreneurship by Citi-Group in 2007. 

Gifted Healer and Health Worker: Chinnamma is a gifted healer and along with a group of 20 other health 

workers have revived herbal medicinal knowledge and practice.  She has been known for her healing of 

paralytic strokes, skin diseases like leukoderma, women’s gynecological illnesses such as  white discharge. 

She has single handedly eliminated migrane headache from her village with her practice of herbal 

medicines. She has been a resource person to disseminate this knowledge to other women, not only in the 

district of Raichur, but in other districts as well where she is called as a resource person. She has been a 

fellow  of community mental health programme and has encouraged other women in JMS to recognize and 

address issues of mental health in villages. She now mentors other fellows. Through her healing she has 

broken the barriers  of caste and also has  uplifted the  dignity and self-respect of  Dalit Women, as many 

upper castes approach her for healing and for primary health care through herbal medicines.  

Work and livelihood for rural wage workers:  Chinnamma is now leading the processes in Pothnal Gram 

Panchayat of Manvi Taluka and is organizing labouers for getting work under MNREGA.  She has organized 

500 workers in the Gram Panchayat and has been working hard  in getting their entitlement to 100 days of 

work realized. 

Advocate for the Dalit Women’s Right to dignity:  Chinnamma  has with grit and determination has fought 

against domestic violence, caste based violence and victimization of dalit women. She has also stood for 

education of girl children and has shown by her own example by educating her children and the girl child. 

She herself has formed number of  women’s groups in villages to mobilize women for self-empowerment.  

Leadership in promoting community rights and entitlements: Chinnamma has promoted community 

rights of the most marginalized in the villages. Her involvement in the campaigns for right to health, right 

to food and nutrition, right to education, right to shelter, right to work and right to human dignity, has 

inspired number of women and the communities of dalits and the other poor.  

Recognition and Awards: 

• 2007: Citi-group national award for leadership and entrepreneurship 

• 2013 March:  Kittur Chennamma  Award, a Karnataka state award at the occasion of Women’s day. 

Affiliations:  

• President:  Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan 

• Member:  Grameena Kooli Karmikara Sanghatane (Regd.) – a registered union of rural wage 

workers 

 

 



Note: Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan: 

BACKGROUND: Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan (JMS) is Dalit  women agricultural laborers’ collective 

engaged in the protection and promotion of human rights of Dalit Women through socio-economic-

cultural empowerment of Dalit women and Dalit communities in Karnataka state of Southern India. The 

principal focus of work has been   the social-economic and cultural empowerment of Dalit women 

agricultural laborers in Hyderabad-Karnataka region through the Community Based People’s 

organization known as Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan (JMS). Having its operational centre at Potnal village 

in Manvi Taluka of Raichur District, the activities of the organization are spread directly in 15 Gram 

Panchayats of Sindhanur and Manvi taluka, covering about 60 villages. JMS reaches out to the entire 

district of Raichur in the state of Karnataka in collaboration with other organizations for issues of 

research, advocacy and other strategic issues. For more details please visit www.jms-chiguru.org.in 

(website work in progress) 

• VISION: The vision of Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan is to build a just society without discrimination, 

social  injustice and violence. 

• MISSION: The mission of Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan is to struggle against all oppression and 

discrimination and to creatively engage in reconstruction of social relationships and social structures 

towards enabling the Dalit Community to live a life of dignity  

• GOAL: The goal of JMS is to address violations of human rights of Dalit Women and to work 

positively towards strengthening the Dalit Communities by using human rights campaign, research, 

building action-reflection strategies, and by increasing the consciousness on human rights and social 

justice by way of human rights education in an on-going way 

 


