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       Protest in front of Potnal Primary Health Centre, Raichur  
  

 

On 1st August 2013 Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan Potnal led a protest against absence 

of doctors and critical staff at Potnal 24X7 Primary Health Centre. Even as the World 

Bank supported construction of a new PHC building was nearing completion and 

inauguration was being planned, 200 women from various sanghas fore-grounded 

the issue of a maternal death in the PHC and drew attention to the vacancies of 

doctors, lab technicians, pharmacists, ASHA workers and ANMs in the PHC and that 

an empty building without staff was a sham, an eye wash which was taking a toll on 

the lives of poor working class dalit women. 

  

Notwithstanding the fact that the sowing season had begun, women gave up the 

day’s wage ranging from Rs.300 to Rs.450, braved rain and strong winds and stood 

firm demanding that, 

 

  

• An enquiry be held for the maternal death and the report be made public 

• A lady medical officer be appointed with immediate effect, that the existing 

Medical officer should compulsorily stay at the PHC where he has been 

provided quarters 

• All existing vacancies in the PHC be filled, an ambulance be allotted to the 

PHC, 

• Medical officer of Potnal stop referring pregnant women and newborns to 

private hospitals in Sindanoor 

• 50% of Arogya Raksha Samiti members should be women from local sanghas. 

 

 

Speaking at the protest, Narsamma from Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan said that this 

was only the beginning of the struggle and that women from different sanghatans 

will move on to higher levels of care at the taluk and district hospitals, Akhila from 

Janaarogya Andolana Karnataka said that the protest was an effort to strengthen the 

PHC and government hospitals to provide free health care so that women did not 

have to lose their savings, livelihoods and their very lives by having to depend on 

the exploitative private hospitals which was fleecing them and pushing them deeper 

into poverty.   



 
 Women demanding enquiry be held for the maternal death, 1

st
 August, 2013.Potnal PHC, Raichur 

 

Mokshamma from Nava Jeevana Mahila Okkoota demanded to know why medicines 

were not available in the PHC when in neighboring Tamil Nadu medicines were 

being given free of cost not only at the PHC but also in medical college hospitals. “Is 

Tamil Nadu in a different country that people’s rights do not apply to us here in 

Karnataka?” she demanded to know.  Shivaram Reddy from RUVARI said that it is 

unfortunate that poor women have to lose their wages and sit in dharana to draw 

attention to deaths and denials”, he said.   

  

Response 

  

The Taluk Health Officer, Dr. Sharanappa and the District Malaria Officer / nodal 

officer in charge of the Manvi taluk Dr. Narasimulu accepted that there had many 

systemic failures. "There is a serious shortage of doctors in the district. Even though 

we are ready to pay Rs.75000 for specialists we are not able to appoint a 

gynecologist in three First Referral Units (FRUs) in the district”, said Dr. 

Sharanappa. 

 

However the District Malaria Officer after a brief telephonic discussion with the 

DHO announced that they will appoint the second Medical officer at Potnal PHC 

within ten days. Similarly he also agreed to allot one ambulance to Potnal PHC after 

discussions with the ZP which had recently acquired 12 mini ambulances. Women 

demanded to know why there had been no enquiry of the maternal death in the PHC 

to which the Taluka Health officer said that there had been an audit and that he will 

share the report of the same. Women were angry that he had not brought the report 

even though that was one of the first demands in the memorandum. 

Dr. Sharanappa agreed to han over a copy of the audit to Sanghatan representative 

on Monday. 

  



Then the Medical Officer of Potnal PHC was asked to respond to questions from the 

women. It was pointed out that he was not regular and his absence had costed one 

woman her very life. After pleading his case of being the lone doctor, the MO said he 

will stay in headquarters from now on and that he will ensure that there are no 

instances of maternal/infant deaths in the PHC. He said that towards that effort the 

First referial unit have to be strengthened and gynecologists appointed in Manvi and 

Sindhanoor taluk hospitals. To this the District Malaria Officer agreed to pursue the 

case at the district level. Finally women demanded to know why they were not 

invited to be members of the Arogya Raksha Samiti even though the guidelines 

specifically say that half the members have to be women from local sanghas. To this 

the MO apologized and requested the sanghatan representatives to select women to 

be part of ARS and invited them to attend the meeting scheduled on 10th August 

2013. Women agreed to be present in the Potnal PHC on 10th August 2013 to 

welcome the new doctor being appointed and also to participate in the ARS 

committee meeting. They also warned that if their demands are not met they will 

increase the pitch of their protest in the coming days.  

 

  

  

 

  


